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Cirtular No: 1U!:018

All Provincial Secretaries of Education
AU Provincial Directors of Educ,aUon
All Provindal Coordinating Officers in charge of the Subject
AllZon.1 Directors of Educallon
All Zonal Coordinating Officers In charge of the Subject
All Divisional Directors of Education .
All Principals . ~ V :.~
AllTeacher Advisors of Second National tanguages (Slnhala/ Tamil) \)'

.'
!levlslon of the Circular on the Conduct of the Second Natlon.,l.,iguage ISlnh.,./ Tamil)
Annual Competition in School. Zonal, Provincial and All Island levels

The Circul.r on Second N.tlonall..1nguagcs (Sinh.I./ Tamil) No. 2006/37(1) dated 02.01.2013 of
the Secretary of the t-1lnistry of Education is hereby revised to be effective from 01.01.2018.
Accordingly. this competition should be conducted in compliance with the manual of Instructions
sent along with the Provisions of thi~ Circular. It is specifically notlRed that the Provisions of this
Clrcul.r will be effective from 01.01.2018.

You are kindly notified to make arrangements to conduct this competition annu311y in the
respective levels from the year 2018 in compliance with the Instructions of this Circular while
creating awareness of this competition In provine;al. lanai, divisional <lndschool level and to select
winners in all Island lNei subsequentty.

It Is kindly stated that duly perfected and accurate officlill re:sultsprepared using the formal
appeClred in the (ircular should be submitted to the Mlnls1ry of Education when dlrectlnc the
winners to the All Island level and accordingly. It Is an essential requirement to pay your special
attention to nominate only the qualified students for the All Island level.

sun~~~
SKret;~·-\:
Ministry of Education
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All Island Second National languages (Sinhala , Tamil) Annual Competition

1.0 Introduction

This Competition is conducted annually ror all tbe students in GfJdc 6 - 9 of the Government S<hools by

the National Languages and Hum3nltles Education Branch of the ""il'll~trv 0' Education.

Improving General Kno\\I~d&C! In compliance with the new Education.,1 rerorms and developing creJtive

skills and the Second N.)tionCiIunguise ability are tbe obfcctives of the competition,

The students an Grade G - 9 of the Sinhala medium schools who koolrnIn the Sinhala l\1edium and ~itfn

T<1mil,s the Second Nationa' UnlW&e and the students of Tamil medium w:hoois wbc learn in the T.'I""I

medium and learn Sinhala as the Second National Language can participate in this competition.

1.1 The competition is conducted In 4 levels.

11Scl>oollevel

2) Zonal Level

3) Provincial Level

4) AUIs(.)nd tevet

1.2 It his been de<ided to condU(t this compelitkln in two pariS up to the p,oyinclJlle~1 rOt th~ provi\ion

or this opportunity to the sludent\ who~mother I.lnguage k Tamil tn order 10 encourage such students to

participate In the competition slnce the pilrticip.ition 01 the Sinhala mtdlum slud~nts was fela1.iv~'y in a

tesser !.evelin the Second National Liln&Uage(Tamil) Competitions conducted up 10 now.

1.3 The following condiUons arc applic.lble to the other competitions except 10 the singing compel ilion.

1) For the students in the Slnh;)la medium schools whose n~othcr IDnguilgc is Sinhala (Sinhata students)

2) For the students in th~ Sinhaia medium scnoois whose mother I""gullse is Tamil (Tamil students)

Stud!.'!nts whose second National l<lnguOlge is Tamil can participate in the competition. The competl1kHI

should be conducted stparately lor lhe 5tudent:s. who belong to the above two parts and the only the two

students who secure the fitit place shoukf be selected to tM Provincial ind AU Island 1t"Vcls.

HOWNer. In the All 151,net IC\let , common competition should be conducted for all the students who

participate in the above 11~and (2) P't'l's and results 100 should be issued in gener~l.

2.0 fjeneral Oblectlve5

01. Improving the under~tandln8 among the Nationalitle~ and the ability of fundament;)1

communication.

02. Improving the n~tionll cohesion ind promoting cultural co-elClstence 3mong the Nationalities..

01. formalizing and mprovi", the l~aming and teaching process of Second tqlionallal1gwges.
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04. Evaluating and improving th(' secondnattcnet tanguageJnd the fourfold language skills.

OS. Dra\ving an inspiration towards the learning and leaching process of the second national

languages.

06. Considering the It>arning and leaching process retated to the second national languages In

opportunity by v/hlch the students can obtain live experlcnces.

07. Bestowing sensitive citizens to the society who are able to look at th(' bsves in the loday's world

\vith kindness and humanity.

3.0 Basic Instructions

Time frame and the responsibility of conducting competitions,

teve ., Direction OIndPOIrtkipOIlion Th. d.)te bV The (~'Sina: d.at(! thOlt the.- results should be
th, which tho submitted and other details.
competltl competlUons
on should be

finished
School I.Prlncipal IS'''May Otficial results preparoo in compliance with

2.S-econd National languages the relevant formal Including the n,)mes of
~elopmenl ccmrntnee. only the ""'0 students selected Irom each
3. Students in Gr.ldc G • 9 ot the competition should be sent to the Zonal
school. DIrector of Edu(.Jtion prior to 31" r-.iav.(Thc

format is auachedl
zen ...1 t.zon.ll Dircctor of Education/ 30'" July Otficial results prepared in compliance whh

Second National languages me relevant fortnal including the- n,)mes of
coordinating orncer! Second the Students setcctcd (rom each competition
National lanf.uaee O("Vclopment $hould be sent to the Provincial Oirector of
Committee [duC\ltlon priOt to 1~'"Aueust.
2. Students setcctcd trom the
School5evelcompetition.

Provincial Provincial Director or Education/ 1~1" Olnual resuns prf1)\lred In ccmpuaece ""ith
Second N.ltlon.ll langua£,es September the relevant tormat incfudine the names of
Provincial Coordinating Officet/ the students who se-cured the I" and 2""'
Second Nil!iOI\OlI laneu,)!tc pl,lces hom each competHion should be sent
Development Committee ,,;a resl.s.lered post 10 leach Olrector of
3.Studcnts ~Iccted from the EtluC3lion. N.ltional langu.l&cs and
Zonal level competition. Humanities Education Branch of the t"'ini~lrv

of Education. l.surupaya.Battaramulla prior to
30'" Seotembel.

All tsl,lnd OiI(,(IOI .r Educalion!Otpuly IS'" November Prizcs and the ccrtific3tes ,l\\'3Iding CCfcmony
elrectcr of Education (Second will be held prior 1031" of necember.
tl.Jtion~ll;)np.u"'ars.
2. Students who won in the
P1Ovinci.;1llevelcompetitions.
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I 3.1 School L.evel(Prior to lSI:!! May)

It is an essenti:al requirement to maltt all the students in Grade 6 ·9 p."tklp.ate in the Sc.hool Level

competition optimally I" a waV the objectives of this competition are achieved. It is the responsibility of the

principal and the Second NJtlonal languages Development Committee to reserve a day for awarding

certlricalcs for the students who stcure lirst. second and third places In tho School level competition.

3.2 lon.a1 Level (Prior to 30'" July)

Onlv the students who secure nrst and stcond plac.es in the School Lcvel competition should be directtd to

~nicipate in the Zonal level (omJ)ttilion. Hert, actions shoukJ be la1loenin terms of Section 1.3 of this

CIr(ul.ar. For this purpose, a Second Noltlonall..1nguages Development committee should be appointed In

Zona!l~eL The Zonal Director 0' Education will be appointed as the President and the coordin.lting officor

t In ch~rge of the subject will be 3ppolntcd as the Sec.retary and the commlttee should Include another three

olncors who coordinate other langua80s and Aesthetic subject as the members 0' the committee. For the

written paper of the Zonal level competition, the coordinator in charge 0' the Second Natlonallaoguages

should prepare a question paper tilklng the question paper 3S the model whkh was provided 10 the

PrOYinc~llevel competitions in lh~ previolJs level bv the MinistfY of £dUC)Ik)n. like-wise. supervision of the

Sc:hooIlevel competition shoutd abo be carried out in the Zonall~"

3.3 ProvinctOillevel (Prior to 15'~ September)

Only the students who secure flr)t and second places in the schoolleve! competition should be directed to

parncpete in the Provlnci;)1 level rcmpeurco. A Second Natjonal languages Development Committee

should be appointed in each Prov'lnce In terms of the Provisions stlpu131cd In the Grcular. The Provincial

Dlrecto, of Educ.ation will be "ppointed as the President and th~ (oordinating officer in charge of the

Sl!cond National Langu.age will be appointed as the $(>(ret3ry and 'h~committee should include

cOOtdinating offt(ers in charge of tM Second National Languages of the other Zones and Teacher Advisors

as Ihe ~mbers of the committee. ptan ...ng this occasion and provision of Instructions and guidance for the

Sc.hoollevel and Zonal level competitions should be carried out by the COordinating Officer in ch.arge 0' the

Sc<ond National languages and he/she should participate in all the supcrvlslon ~c-tivitles of all levels.

Provincial level written competitions should be conducted In all Provlnc:es on a same day and at J same

time according to the question papers and the timetable provided to the Provinces by the Ministry of

Education,
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3.4 All Island Level (Prior to 30'" November)

AU Island compctition will be conducted bV the Ministry of Education for students selected on the results of

the Provincial level as per the Section 1.3 of the Circular. All Island singing competition will be conducted as

a general competition. The official result sheets of all Provinces should be sent to the National languages

and Humanities Education Branch of the Ministry of Education subsequent to preparing them in

compliance with the applicable format.

3.5 Events of 1M competition.

Events of the competitions. grades for vlhich the event should be conducted and the number of events are
Indicated in the following chart.

Serial Type of evaluation Grades and the number of events Total
No. 06 7 08 09 number of

evems
01 language practice and 01 01 01 01 04

comprehension

02 Reading 01 01 01 01 04
03 Speech 01 01 01 01 04

Total number of 03 03 03 03 12
events

04 Singing(Group events} 01 01
Total number of 03 -03 +03 +03+01 13
events for one
medium . .lit should be noted that 26 events Villi be conducted Including Second National languJge (Tamil) and

Second National language (Sinhala)

One contestant can participate in only one event in a year. However, ol contestant can participate in

another event in the next year except for the event that she or he has taken part in the previous years. If a

contestant is revealed to have violated the rules of the competition in any level, he Ot she will be removed

from the competition

The following objectives. conditions and the marking scheme should be made clear to the students before

commencing the competilion. When participating in the competition, the students should compulsorily

mention their correct name, address. Grade, medium of learning. medium presented to the competition,

(Ex- students whose learning medium is Sinhala should consider that th~lr Second National language is

Tamil) Zone <100the Province. (These dctalls cao be written in one's mother language.I An identity card

with a proper photograph should be presented to substantiate the identity of the contestants. (Ex· Postal

Identitv card)

The decision of the Board of Judges will be the final decision of this competition .

•



4.0 Conditions and the Marking Scheme

4.1 unguage Practice and Compr('henslon - Written examination

4.1.1 Objectives

understanding of the students regarding the Second National Language.

4.1.2 Procedure of tho Competition

1) There are 4 events for Grade 6, 7, 8 and 9

2) Time should be allocated as it should be 1 hour and 30 minutes for the Grade 6 and 7 and 2 hours for the

Grade 8 and 9.

3) Questions vlill be prepared from the textbooks prescribed for the respective Grades. In addition to that.

( • questions to check the general knowledge on the day today life will be included.

4) Questions papers for Provincial and AJllsland level will be prepared by the Ministry of EduCJtlon.

4.1.3 Marking Schemc

1) Total mark is 100.

4.2 Reading

4.2.10bJcctives

I} PraClising correct pronunciation

2) Reading attentively with understanding.

3) Improving the ability and the speed of reading.

4) Practising to reed aloud.

S) Improving the ability to read with expressions.

4.2.2 Procedure of the competition

1) There are 4 events for Grade 6,7.8, and 9

2) Reading aloud a part from a textbook prescribed for the Grade and another part from news~apers,

.....:00:'1.: ......( nr nlhpr hnnk<. nrnvidPd bv the Soard of Judges.
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4.2.3 Method of proYidins ~rI(s

1) Reading with understanding -IS

2) Correct pronunciation -10

3) Reading aloud and <'early - 10

4) Reading with txpttssions -10

S1Overall rcadin! ability -OS

Total m.lrk" - 50

4.3.1 ObjNtiYes
1) Impcoving''''' .po.I'ng .bi~lY_

2) Oeveloping the ability of presenting ideas IoSK.allyand systematiaUy.

3) ''''easuring the ability to present the facts related to Ihe topic within the specific time.

11)In'provlng clear pronunciation.

5) O("vtloplng the ability to attract the audience through voice control and appropriate gestures,

4.3.2 EvaIU.lIJnc ProcN'ure

1) There are 4 evaluations for Grade 6, 7, 8 and 9

2) Speech sbould be delivered on one topic received by drawing lots from "mona the topics mentioned in

annexure No.1 and the stvelenl should s~Jk on the same topic received by dr3\\flng lOISand he or she will

not be permitted 10 change the topic. (Topics will be (hanged itnnualty)

3) Time duralton Is 03 minutes.

4.3.3 Method of p,ovkflnl m ..,ks

1) Relevancy to the topic and the cte3tiveness • IS

2) Clear and correct pronunciation • 10

3) Ability to present the facts (Ieady • 10

4) Voice control and appropriate gestures • 10

S) Utililing 1M gJvtn limt and the condus50n •OS

6) Toul marou ·50
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4.4 S;ngin.c

4.4.10bJecttves

1) Ider.tifyins the Olbility to sing (witt) a lusdous tone) fhythmieally and melodic-ally by balancing the pitch,

to use words COlINl..,. and 10 evoke emotionS.1nd to kfftuify the tfJditiorwl singing sly~.

2) IdentifyinG and exchanging the cultural identitv_

4,4.2 EY~'U?1!onPtcxt1iUtc
1) Only it sroup consisted of 8 students seJected from Grade 6, 7, 8 and 9 (ron, Of'lE' school should be

dlrecred 10 participate. when selecting students for this competition, minimum Of 2 students from one

(lass shoutd be included. The same gloup which secured the first place in smoo1. Zonal .1nd Provincial

levels should be direc:ted to participate In the competitlons conducted in the (uture (The members of the

< group cannot be changed).

2) Musical instruments should not be used.

l} Three songs should be presented in the competition Including 1 song from each two parts selwed from

the three c.ltegorles i. il .lnd iii from the folk songs indicated in annexure 1 of the Circular and III Addition to

that. one song from any type of folk songs sek-cted bv you. (Tne folk songs mentioned in l, ii and Iii will be

chOlnged annually.)

rOlk songs which are classified under thft-(! cate-gories,

l. lulublts
II. Sonss related to Ihe Natlon.;'J1Games
III. Folk ,ongs related to occupations

Folk songs relevant to rnese categorti!s h4lve been indicated In tt.c annexure 02 of this circul3r.

4} Songs should be sung by memorizing the words.

S) Songs should be sung bV Identifying the metre of the CJChsong.

6) Gestures eJ{(cpt facial e.prcss~s will not be con.sidered in grving the judgement.

7, 'tne contestants should wear the uniform when participating in the singing contest.

4.5.3 MC'thod of provldin& m.l,ks.
I} Following the traditional rhythmic patterns - pitch

2) correct pronunciation of the words

3) Singing with rearn spirit

- IS

-rs
- 10



)

(

5.0 Org~nirational Activities of the comp!"tillonand Generallns'tructlons.

5.1 A Second National languages Development Committee should be appolnted in each school. The

principal \vIII be the President and the teacher in charge of the subj«t will be the Secretary of the

committee and it should also Include three teachers who teach Slnh;)I;), Tamil and Aesthetic sublects ;)5

members of the Committee.

S.2 School Level competitions should be conducted bV panH:ipating the students in Grade &-9. PrinciPIis.

le3e:hers in charge of the subfKl and 1M SKond N.llion.1llangu.1ges Oev!lopment Commmee shoukt be

responsible for tha tau.

5.3 Par1icip.1nLSof this competition (For one event)
5.3.1 School Level Allthe students studying in Grade 6·9
5.3.2 Zonal Level Students who secured first and second places in the School level
cornpetitions (m3)1(lmumtwo students)
S.3.3 Provincial level· Students who secured first and lecond places in the Zonal level
competitions (mi))I(imumtwo students)
5.l.4 All Island tevel . Students who secured first Jnd sccona places in the Provincial level
competitions (ma.llJmum two stuaents)

S.4. Issuing cercifteatM to t~ slUOtnis who secure first. s«ond and lhitd p&.lCMin the School. ZON~

Ptovinci.al and An Island lev-tiS shouJd be done In the respective level.

S.S When conducting this competition, it is the respon,sibility o( each authority In all th~ levels to perform

formally and impartially and to Issue the offi(jal results without .,ny delav and with a proper transparency

subscquC'nt to conductiog the competition properly according to the prescribed lime periods and 10 keep

tho Information of the students related to this purpose.

5.6 Other conte:S-t.1lnt5 cannot be us.ed to substltute the contestants who p.lrtic,jprate in the initial ll!'vC'1.

5.7 The olccuracy of the fuU name or the contestant should be affirmed by comp.jrlng it with his or her bi,th

certificate.
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SpMJmen Application
Second N.tlonal Languages (Sinha'a, Tamil)Competition

Medium of rearning:' •.._.•...•..•....••••..•..•.•.•..•..•.._._ _ _ , .

Second Nationolllangu.1gc presented to the cornpettttont- " ".,'" .
•Zone I P'ovlnce:· , __._.,•..•..•." " _ .

Tv·pe of the competition (E)c Spec<hJ:· _ __ ._ _ _ _._ .
Grade (Ex: Gr.Jde 6):· ._._._..•••• __._. ._•• _.__ . ._••• ••

Sen.' Name of the Place Marks 'lime and O1ddress Province Zone r.l<pho".
No. student (dearly obtained obtained of the competition NO.

with initiah,) (Postal address
should be

(orrcctlv \v rhten]
1

2

Certification of the Principal I Zonal Oirtctor of Educclooo / P,oviocyl Olr«1o, of Education

I hereby certify that the above mentioned informition is the true InfOfmation of the two studenlS Yo'ho
secufed the first and second places In the Second NatMJnallangu-ages Competition conducted in the School
I Zonal I Provintiallevel.

Teclcher In charge/ Auistant Director of Educatlonl
Deputy Director of Educatjon In charge of the subject

principal/Zooal Director of Education/
Provincial Director of Education
Ofncl.1' Frank

('The offl(iil fonnat tOf reportine the rtsults shookS be perfected KCurately O1ndsubmitted pte~'io£ It In
two copies for the next competitions.)
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